A LIFE OF GREATEST VALUE
5.  “Prayer/Community—Value Relationship Above Religion”
Theme:  “Value authentic communion with God and with one another, instead of well-packaged, safe, and easy religion.”
Introduction

“America remains a nation of believers, but a new survey finds most Americans don’t feel their religion is the only way to eternal life…even if their faith traditions teach otherwise.”  So reads the lead paragraph in a June, ’08 article of the San Diego Union Tribune.  The report went on to say that findings revealed in its survey of 35,000 adults, that American dismiss or don’t know fundamental teaching of their faith and that they believed that many religions lead to eternal life.

Sadly, may Americans—including church attendees—have bought into the view that basically all religions have the same goal: to help people to become “good”, wholesome, caring individuals.  Based on a person’s goodness and sincerity by following the tenants of their religion qualifies them for eternal life.
There lies a fundamental flaw in this view when applied to Christianity and Biblical teachings.  The heart of the Biblical message is not about forming a well-packaged, safe easy religion based on the teachings of Jesus to help people to become “good”. The Biblical message, from the Old Testament through the New has to do with relationships:  How a holy God provides a right relationship with Himself for unholy, sinful people. The heart of the ‘gospel’ is not about helping people to become good, but it’s about forgiveness, reconciliation and restoration.  Eternal life is not about “goodness” but about forgiveness…that God provides through grace by faith in Jesus Christ.  
Because of God’s grace He invites us into a relationship with him by way of worship and prayer.  This new relationship with God provides us with His grace that enables us to develop and experience authentic relationships with the family of God.                
Scripture Reading :  Acts 2:42-47        
1. How would you describe your life as a Christian?  Are you religious by focusing on rules and rituals?  Or deepening your relationship with God?  
2. What are ways that Christians can develop a deeper relationship with God and fellow believers?

What We Should Know

1. When you meet God at the cross of Jesus Christ, what other reality must you accept?  John 1:12; I  Cor. 12:12-13; Eph. 2:19-21         
2. What were the activities of the early church?  Acts 2:41-42                                    
· How did the believer’s devotion to the apostles teaching and fellowship assist them relationally with each other?
· How did the believer’s devotion to the breaking of bread and prayer assist them relationally with God?

3. How did these new Christians demonstrate their love and care for each other as the family of God?  Acts 2:44-45
4. What else did the believers do that reflected an authentic communion with God and with one another?     Acts 2:46-47                                     
Who We Should Be

1. How do the activities of the early church compare with the activities you participate in?
2. The early church was joyful, victorious and full of praise.  How would you describe the spirit of our church?                                                                       
3. How have you found that the deepening of your time in prayer with the Lord encourages you?                              
4. When do you most enjoy spending time with other believers?  What do you look for to make it authentic?
What Should We Do?

1. What are you willing to commit to that would help you develop a more authentic relationship with God?   
2. How is the celebration of communion meaningful to you in your communion with God and fellowship with other Christians?
3. How can your daily prayers help bring about spiritual renewal in your church fellowship?

